Spontaneous closure of intrahepatic portovenous shunt in a noncirrhotic patient with recurrent encephalopathy.
A 70-year-old man was admitted to our hospital with recurrent encephalopathy. Liver function tests, abdominal computerized tomography, ultrasonography, angiography, and laparoscopy revealed an intrahepatic portovenous shunt in a noncirrhotic liver. During follow-up, the intrahepatic portovenous shunt closed spontaneously. Subsequent liver function tests were markedly improved, with resolution of the patient's previously disturbed consciousness. In the elderly, intrahepatic portovenous shunt that can be managed with conservative therapy may spontaneously close, suggesting that management options should include watchful waiting.